
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

George believes that stories connect people and to that end he enjoys writing stories for people or 
equipping people with the skills to tell their own stories, especially people with
marginalized backgrounds. This he does privately by arrangement.

Writing for George is all about connecting together themes in an evocative and fresh way. His 
writing goes deep into the heart of a story. 
canyoning, photography, social justice, local history, environmental issues, and a whole lot more. 
He loves motor sport, especially speedway. 

Mark Twain wrote ‘Travel is fatal to prejudice, 
bigotry, and narrow-mindedness, and many of
people need it sorely on these accounts. Broad, 
wholesome, charitable views of men and things 
cannot be acquired by vegetating in one little corner 
of the earth all one’s lifetime’. George has travelled in 
Australia, Scotland, Canada and the Faroe Isl
next challenge is to walk the Overland Track in 
Tasmania, a six day, 65 km walk in the wilderness. 
George hopes that travel will not only broaden the 
mind but also that it will deepen his ability to set his 
imaginative writing into the real world
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ABOUT THE BOOK 

 

 
TARGET AUDIENCE

While people from Faith communities 
to go beneath the surface of the story 

  

‘Into the Storyverse’ is an innovative 
blending of traditional narrative with 
poetry to tell a story that is infused 
with many universal themes.

Alan is wrenched from this life by 
suicide. Dusty, haunted by the loss of 
the man he thought he knew, must 
deal with his own regrets before 
accepting one final task for his friend. 

Every step takes Dusty further from 
the friend he remembers and closer to 
the man he is becoming.  Dusty’s 
outer and inner worlds collide as 
apathy and depression are challenged 
by empathy and compassion. 

Travelling with a backpack heavy with 
items he must deal with, Dusty must 
choose between the things that drag 
him down and the things that bring 
him life.  

What will he choose? What would you 
choose? 
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INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 
  

What is the Storyverse? 
The Storyverse is our universe reimagined with a special emphasis placed on how stories connect 
people and events to each other and to the world. Everyone has a story or life script and living 
that authentic story is always a work in progress.  
 
Why have you blended poetry into a story? 
The traditional narration tells the story from the outside perspective of the main character while 
the poetry or verse tells the story from the inside interior world of his thoughts and feelings.  

What’s the book about? 
The book tells the story of a man dealing with the loss of his close friend to suicide. It can be 
read and enjoyed for what it is, but also can be an evocative conversation starter about variety of 
topics. 
 
Is the book based on real life events? 
No.  The book is grounded in the real world but the story is fiction. 
 
Where do you draw your inspiration from? 
I am inspired by the natural world which I experience by bushwalking, kayaking and cycling.  

Do you have any writing tips?   
Everyone uses their imagination every day but it is often employed in the service of fear. Writing 
uses the imagination in the service of creativity. 

Don’t get it right, get it written. 
Write now, edit later. 
Tap into the subconscious. 
Use fewer words to say more. 
Be evocative. 
Read out loud to hear the rhythm. 
Avoid alliteration always.  
‘Writing is easy. All you have to do is cross out the wrong words.’  - Mark Twain 
 

  



 
 
 
REVIEWS 
 
‘Into the Storyverse’ relates the story of us all. Its narration sensitively exposes our tendency to 
blindly act out of our life scripts, and it offers us the grace to be aware of what it means to be 
held in Mystery. George Johnston keenly identifies and sensitively describes the human condition 
in its beauty and its tragedy. He calls us to recognize and acknowledge our addiction to 
identifying with our life’s circumstances. Through the sisters of poetry and prose, George offers 
us the chance to fall into a deeper Life which can hold and embrace the paradoxes and 
ambiguities of what it means to be truly human.   

Dr Patrick Oliver, Spiritual Director 

 
George Johnston has crafted something unique within the pages of ‘Into the Storyverse’. Be 
prepared to be taken on your own inner journey via the gentle rhythm of interwoven stories that 
find expression through fiction narrative and poetic verse. I found many evocative reminders of 
my childhood in the northern bayside suburbs of Brisbane as well as a very significant journey I 
took with my father through the landscapes of western Victoria many years ago. This book has 
layers and beneath the surface are themes of love, inclusion, forgiveness, self-care and the 
understanding that we each have a special story to tell. Perhaps most importantly, for me at 
least, is the reminder to leave behind the dualistic notions of ‘us’ and ‘them’ in order to expand 
into the mystical realm of the eternal present. 

Mark Darling, Psychologist 

 
I pick up this book, I hear a mysterious and intriguing invitation, I visit familiar and strange 
places, doors open, at first slowly, but then more quickly.  I travel to the other side of the world 
as I follow the path of a central character who in many ways resembles me.  He, or is it me, is in 
a valley, on a mountain top.  Poetry invites me to linger, reflect along the way, go deeper into my 
own pain, longing, questioning, and then into my very soul. 

 Bruce Warwick, Formation Pastor Churches of Christ  

  



CONTACT DETAILS 

Email georgejohnstonauthor@gmail.com 

Phone 0410 353 877 

Website https://georgejohnstonauthor.com/ 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/intothestoryverse/ 

Instagram https://www.instagram.com/georgejohnston_author/ 

 

 

 

 


